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later he admitted that a Hindu worth Rs.20,000 would
sit deferentially at his feet, while a big Muhammadan
landlord might not even salaam him.
A Pir     Another visitor was the head of a well-known family
Landowner of pirs and the owner of large estates, which are well
managed.  He is a complete contrast to the last. The
Pathan would be happy on either horse or camel, but
the Pir is a man of gentle polished manners with the
small feet of one unaccustomed to walk, suggesting the
court rather than the country. Two years at a college
have given him some education but not much English.
Though pirs of note, he and his brothers do not do
piri-mureedi, for their fortunes are ample; but fifty or
sixty of their relatives do it and travel abroad.  His
family keep the strictest pardah, but to mitigate its
confinement he has made a pardah tennis court. His
wife is of good family and educated up to the middle
standard.  Their marriage recently cost him Rs.3O,ooo,
a figure which did not include what was spent on the
other side. He showed me the remains of the open-air
kitchens improvised to cook for his 8,000 guests.  I
asked him how he liked life in the country.  He said
there was no society, and that apart from a college
student there was no one of any education within
20 miles. We talked a little of recent events in Afghani-
stan.  At first, the people of the neighbourhood were
against Amanullah,  but since he had revoked his
reforms and lost his throne, they judged him indul-
gently. The frontier Pathans who had passed through
were less indulgent.  They could not forgive him for
having tampered with the laws of Islam, and even said
that the real Amanullah had died in Europe, and that
some heretic impostor had come back in his place.

We inspected the usual bank en route. When asked
what was the advantage of it> one member said: 'The
money-lender wants a present of fodder or the loan of
a cart; he also deducts the 'chilkana* and keeps us
waiting for our money. But here we salaam, and off